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PENNSYLVANIA LEATHERWING
Coleoptera:  Cantharidae 

Chauliognathus pensylvanicus
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Take a close look at your goldenrods Take a close look at your goldenrods 
and milkweeds in late June through and milkweeds in late June through 
September, and you might find a September, and you might find a 
slender, orange-and-black beetle slender, orange-and-black beetle 
the length of your thumbnail. the length of your thumbnail. 
What you have is a Pennsylvania What you have is a Pennsylvania 
leatherwing, named so because it leatherwing, named so because it 
was first described from specimens was first described from specimens 
from Pennsylvania and because from Pennsylvania and because 
its forewings are more flexible its forewings are more flexible 
compared to the stiff forewings compared to the stiff forewings 
of most beetles. Pennsylvania of most beetles. Pennsylvania 
leatherwings live as far west as leatherwings live as far west as 
Colorado, favoring open, sunny Colorado, favoring open, sunny 

habitats with abundant flowers. habitats with abundant flowers. 
They produce one generation per They produce one generation per 
year, overwintering in soil as larvae year, overwintering in soil as larvae 
before pupating in warmer months before pupating in warmer months 
and emerging as adults mid-summer. and emerging as adults mid-summer. 
The larvae are ground-dwelling The larvae are ground-dwelling 
predators of major pests, including predators of major pests, including 
the larvae of plum curculio weevils the larvae of plum curculio weevils 
((ConotrachelusConotrachelus  nenupharnenuphar) and the ) and the 
eggs of Colorado potato beetles eggs of Colorado potato beetles 
((Leptinotarsa decemlineataLeptinotarsa decemlineata). The ). The 
adults are important pollinators of adults are important pollinators of 
plants, including at least two native plants, including at least two native 
wildflowers, the narrowleaf evening wildflowers, the narrowleaf evening 

primrose (primrose (Oenothera fruticosaOenothera fruticosa) and ) and 
the Virginia bunchflower (the Virginia bunchflower (Veratrum Veratrum 
virginicumvirginicum), and may additionally ), and may additionally 
prey on aphids. Pennsylvania prey on aphids. Pennsylvania 
leatherwings are known to choose leatherwings are known to choose 
yellow flowers over others. So, if you yellow flowers over others. So, if you 
are looking to attract these useful are looking to attract these useful 
little beetles to your garden, try little beetles to your garden, try 
planting yellow native flowers like planting yellow native flowers like 
goldenrods goldenrods (Solidago sp.),(Solidago sp.), black-eyed  black-eyed 
Susans Susans (Rudbeckia hirta), (Rudbeckia hirta), and golden and golden 
ragworts (ragworts (Packera aureaPackera aurea).).
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