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Chionaspis pinifoliae

Pine needle scale is a tiny armored 
scale insect that becomes especially 
noticeable in winter, when its white, 
oyster shell–shaped coverings stand 
out against dark evergreen needles. 
This species feeds on a wide range 
of conifers—including pine, spruce 
and fir—by inserting needle-piercing 
mouthparts and extracting sap. Heavy 
infestations cause needles to yellow, 
drop prematurely, and give trees a 
speckled, appearance.

Females overwinter beneath their 
protective waxy covers, while bright 

red eggs tucked beneath the scale 
remain dormant until spring. The first 
generation of crawlers—mobile, newly 
hatched nymphs—emerge in late May 
to early June, followed by a second 
generation in midsummer. Because 
adults are immobile and well-protected, 
management typically targets these 
crawler stages. 

Although pine needle scale rarely kills 
established trees, chronic infestations 
can weaken hosts, reduce growth, and 
diminish aesthetic value, especially in 
ornamental plantings and Christmas 

tree farms. Winter is an excellent time to 
scout for the distinctive white scales and 
plan management for the upcoming 
growing season.
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