
Name:

 

S e e d e d  p l a n t s  l i k e  t h i s  a p p l e s ,  f l o w e r ,  a n d
s t r a w b e r r i e s  a l s o  p r o d u c e  p o l l e n .  

P o l l e n  i s  a  p o w d e r y  s u b s t a n c e  t h a t  c o m e s  f r o m  f l o w e r s .
P o l l e n  p l a y s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  r o l e  i n  p r o d u c i n g  m o r e
p l a n t s .  

P o l l e n  n e e d s  t o  m o v e  f r o m  
p l a n t  t o  p l a n t .  T h i s  i s  c a l l e d
p o l l i n a t i o n .  

 

W H A T  I S  A  P O L L I N A T O R ?

I n  t h e  l i f e  c y c l e  o f  m o s t  p l a n t s ,
s e e d s  a r e  m a d e .  S e e d s  a r e  h o w  a
p l a n t  m a k e s  m o r e  p l a n t s .  Y o u  c a n
f i n d  s e e d s  i n s i d e  o f  f r u i t  a n d
f l o w e r s .  

 
H a v e  y o u  e v e r  s e e n  a  s e e d ?  



How does pollen move?

Some pollen is light and easily blown by the wind. Plants with light pollen
are called wind-pollinated plants. 

Some pollen is heavy and sticky. This pollen moves from flower to flower by
sticking to the bodies of animals. Plants with heavy, sticky pollen are called
animal-pollinated plants. 

W H A T  I S  A  P O L L I N A T O R ?



W h a t  a n i m a l s  a r e  m o v i n g  p o l l e n  f r o m  f l o w e r  t o
f l o w e r ?  

H u m m i n g b i r d s ,  b a t s ,  a n d  i n s e c t s  s u c h  a s  b e e s ,  f l i e s ,
a n d  b u t t e r f l i e s  a r e  j u s t  a  f e w .  A n  a n i m a l  t h a t
p o l l i n a t e s  a  f l o w e r  i s  a  c a l l e d  a  p o l l i n a t o r .  

 
 
 

P o l l e n  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  b a c k p a c k !

D i d  y o u  k n o w  t h a t  p o l l i n a t o r s  d o  n o t  m o v e  p o l l e n  o n
p u r p o s e .  P o l l i n a t o r s  e a t  n e c t a r  f r o m  f l o w e r s .  N e c t a r
i s  a  s u g a r y  l i q u i d  t r e a t  t h a t  p o l l i n a t o r s  l o v e  t o  e a t !
F l o w e r s  o f f e r  t h e  s w e e t  r e w a r d  
o f  n e c t a r  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a n i m a l s
t o  c o m e  c l o s e  e n o u g h  t o  t o u c h
t h e  p o l l e n  i n s i d e  t h e  f l o w e r .  
T h e  p o l l e n  t h e n  s t i c k s  t o  t h e  
p o l l i n a t o r ' s  b o d y  a n d  t r a v e l s
w i t h  t h e  p o l l i n a t o r  t o  t h e  n e x t
f l o w e r  i t  v i s i t s .

 

W H A T  I S  A  P O L L I N A T O R ?


